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When it comes to choices of course, I guess University of Surrey has more options than
University of Groningen because exchange students have about 15 law courses to choose
from as well as other numerous courses from others areas such as business studies. some
of the courses that will at least be of interest to a student from the University of
Groningen will be International Criminal law, Foundation of Company Law, Media Law,
Commercial Law, Family Law, EU External Relations, Law of the EU Internal Market,
Counter Terrorism Law, Employment Law, Law of Dissertation and Competition Law.

It is impossible to take more than four courses since it is not allowed for exchange
students and each course comes with 7.5 EC credits, therefore, more than enough for the
29 credits you are supposed to acquire. I took these four courses, Competition Law,
because I had only had it within European law therefore I believed it was the right time to
go more into it. Competition law in the UK is the same as the ones thought here but a
little bit more intense since you are not only concentrating on the EU but the UK as well
because they have their own competition rules. I also took Foundation of Company Law
which was quite nice because we tend to here more about the rules in company law
within our courses but we never pay attention to them, therefore, this course is the chance
for a student to understand more about how companies work and the teaching level is
very good. I took commercial law because I was just curious but I almost regretted since
it demands more than I thought. However, it comes with the greatest advantage every law
student is looking for (the application of the law). The course is more about application
and it demands time and concentration, however, you do not write a final exams but a
final project paper as exams, and it is 3000 words. Media Law was also one of my
modules and it was mostly about contempt of court and privacy. However, when it
comes to the recommendation of courses, I will recommend every LLB student who
wishes to go to the University of Surrey to Choose the course that has something to do
with the EU and International Law since the rest are all about common law and may not

be of importance to the student. List of courses can be found here
(http://modcat.surrey.ac.uk/ipo/MOD_CAT_DLMC.htm). The way of examination is
almost the same as here, some of the exams are project papers and others are seated but
remember that no phone in the exams room rule is taking extremely serious.

Language preparation is very simple. You are going to England so you are expected to
speak very good English. However, there are free introductory English courses that can
help you to better your English to their standards for FREE and they actually beg students
to join.

The biggest issue and disadvantage of the University of Surrey is finances. If you are a
non-European, you will have to apply for visa which costs around 400 Euros including
transportation and documentations postage. I spent three times the amount of money I
spent in Groningen in the UK on monthly basis and of course if you want to travel around
the UK, that also comes with a price but worth it anyway. You will need about 800 pound
a week to survive perfectly well in the UK, without traveling and so on. The UK is quite
is expensive and as a student from Groningen, you are quite used to free clubs and cheap
beer. Well that is not the case in the UK, entrance to the University club ranges from 3 –
15 pounds and if you want to party outside, clubs are paid for and the cost ranges from 4
– 50 pounds. Beer can cost more.

Application procedure is quite straightforward but takes time since their academic year
starts in 1st October rather than September as it is done in Groningen. However, you do
not incur any cost in the application procedure. First of all, the first contact has to be done
by the exchange office and then you take it from there. However, they tell you what to do
step by step and you need to bombard them with a lot of emails since they are busy and
do not reply emails as fast as possible in the preparation period. Lectures are fine and all
the class are on campus and easy to find, they also have an easy map you can read.
Actually I do not know how maps work but I could use the University of Surrey Campus
map. This is how easy it was. Fellow students do not get used to each other easily and
most exchange student try to get closer to people from their country and it is quite boring.

You have to try harder to make friends or most of your friends will be your housemates
and since you are exchange and have different classes with different people and with the
vast alternative courses to choose from, it is hard to actually meet most of the people you
one particular class with, in another class, Furthermore, UK students knows less about
Erasmus and getting used to you is hard for them.

Housing is quite easy to find and since you are an exchange student, you are guaranteed a
house on campus and you have to pay an advance of 250pounds. At least that’s how
much I paid during my time and they deduct it from your overall bill for the room. The
rooms are arranged in bands (A – E) and each one of them has their own price. I was in
Band A, the cheapest which was 65 pound a week and it was a shared room but if you
want conform you pay more. However, since the houses are on campus it is quite fun and
easy to get around.

Their introduction week is perfect. Sign up for everything they offer because they are all
awesome. Especially the pickup service, it is free and they make sure they get you from
the airport, straight into your room. However, it is done for only two days and for only
people who signed up for it. The first week is introduction and showing you around
campus. However, there is a party every night for fresher’s and you have to buy and
coupon which is a hand band and it 57 pounds in 2014/2014 academic year.

Your experience maybe better than mine. However, I did not enjoy my Erasmus that
much because the courses demanded more and I did not have any friends except my
housemates. Also, I was financially ready, so you will want to think twice about finances
when you are traveling to the UK. However, when it comes to the Institution, it is very
efficient for education and helping students. Their international office is always ready to
help and information sessions are very proficient as well.

